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Public  Health  Offices, 
Town  Hall, 

Braintree, 

August,  1959. 


Mr*  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  annual  report  on  the  health, 
vital  statistics  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  for  1958.  As  in 
previous  years  I am  indebted  to  the  Area  Medical  Officer  for  certain  information 
with  regard  to  the  Essex  County  Council  Health  Services, 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  estimated  population  has  increased  from  20,2 60  in  1957  to  21,110 
in  1958..  The  population  in  1948  was  18,190. 

Total  live  births  numbered  385 9 39  more  than  in  1957* 

There  were  212  deaths  which  is  36  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  13  per  1,000  live  births  represents 
the  death  of  5 infants.  Three  of  these  deaths  were  due  or  partly  due  to 
prematurity,  one  was  from  a congenital  abnormality  and  one  from  bronchopneumonia. 

The  table  giving  deaths  from  all  causes  shows  104  deaths  from  cardio 
vascular  disease  including  vascular  disease  of  the  nervous  system  and  40, 
including  one  case  of  cancer  of  the  lung,  from  malignant  disease.  There  were  2 
deaths  from  influenza  and  14  from  bronchitis. 

Full  statistical  tables  are  given  on  pages  4-6. 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Only  121  cases  were  reported  during  1958.  Of  these  77  were  measles. 
These  figures  compare  with  453  notifications  including  399  cases  of  measles  for 

1957. 


The  only  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  an  adult  aged  33  years  and  she 
made  a good  recovery. 

The  5 cases  of  dysentery,  all  children  occurred  in  December. 
IMMUNISATION 


It  is  common  knowledge  that  diphtheria  has  been  almost  but  not 
completely  wiped  out  from  this  country  by  the  immunisation  of  infants  and 
children.  Whooping  Cough  is  being  controlled  by  similar  methods.  There  are 
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high  hopes  that  the  anti -poliomyelitis  vaccination  will  he  equally  successful. 
Certainly  the  American  figures  point  that  way.  During  the  year  1,873  persons 
received  their  first  and  1,828  their  second  anti-poliomyelitis  injection. 
Diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  immunisation  were  carried  out  as  in  previous  years. 
For  details  please  refer  to  figures  on  page  13, 

ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 


In  the  second  part  of  this  report  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
has  written  a comprehensive  account  of  the' work  done  and  of  the  work  waiting  to 
he  done  in  the  fields  of  housing,  sewerage,  water  supplies, etc. 

I would  draw  your  particular  attention  to  the  paragraphs  headed 
*Drainage  and  Sewerage1.  The  urgency  of  providing  adequate  sewerage  in  the  larger 
villages  grows  year  by  year. 

I am  glad  to  learn  that  a scheme  for  Black  Notley  drainage  will  soon 
be  going  to  the  Ministry  for  approval.  I would  endorse  Mr.  Organ* s plea  for 
advanced  preparation  of  sewerage  schomos  throughout  the  district. 

You  will  note  that  steady  progress  was  made  in  clearing  slum  houses 
and  that  42  new  council  houses  and  40  private  houses  were  built  during  the  year. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  Section  47 

( Persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention.) 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  this  act  during 

the  year. 


In  conclusion  I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  all  members  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and  to  Mr.  Organ  and  his  staff  for 
their  excellent  work  throughout  the  year. 


I am  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  faithfully, 

C.R.C.Bainsford 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AID  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

59,234 

Population  (Registrar-General fs  estimate) 

• 9 • 

21,110 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

according  to  rate  books 

• • • 

6,705 

Rateable  Value  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

£164,810 

Sum  represented  by  a penny 

rat  e • . . 

... 

£624.15.10d 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births s 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

364 

187 

177 

Illegitimate 

21 

12 

9 

Total  live  births 

- 385 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

estimated  population 

18.2 

Birth  rate  corrected  by  comparability  figure 

of  1.11 

20.2 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  population 

16.4 

Still  Births s 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

5 

1 

4 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  ... 

• • • 

15.3 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

births  England  and  Wales 

• « * 

21.6 

Total  live  and  still 

births  • . . 

• « * 

391 

Infantile  Mortality; 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 


Total 

Legitimate  3 

Illegitimate  2 

Total  infant  deaths  - 5 


Male  Female 

1 2 

2 — 


Total  infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  13.0 
Mortality  rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  8.2 
Mortality  rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  95»2 
Neo  Natal  (first  four  weeks)  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  13 »0 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  5*5 
Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  Nil 
Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births.  Nil 


Deaths; 

Total  Male  Female 

212  108  104 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  10.0 

Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  figure  of  0.94  9. 4 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  England  and  Wales  11.7 


All  the  above  rates  are  calculated  on  the  estimated  population  given  by  the 
Registrar-General . 
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DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES,  $958. 

The  table  below  was  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  and  the  classification  is  given  under  the  thirty-six  headings  based 
on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical  Classification  of 
Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death,  1948* 


Male 


Female 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  • •• 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 
4*  Diphtheria 
5»  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13*  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14 • Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15*  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
16.  Diabetes 

17*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease 
21*  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 
24#  Bronchitis 

25*  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
27#  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
29#  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformation 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 
33 • Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 


All  Causes 


... 


• • • 


• * • 


... 


... 


... 


... 


. . 


... 


... 


... 


... 


. . 


... 


... 


... 


... 


... 


... 


... 


• • . 


... 


... 


... 


... 


... 


3 

1 


11 

3 

2 

11 

17 

1 

14 

3 
1 

4 

10 

1 

1 

1 

3 


11 

5 

3 

1 


1 

2 

4 

5 

10 


25 

7 

2 

20 

4 

1 

2 

4 

1 


12 

3 

1 


108 


104 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES 


(a)  Under  the  Control  of  the  Essex  County  Council s- 

(i)Child  Welfare  Clinics  were  held  at  the  following  Centres  during  the  years- 

COGGESHALL  Attendances 


St.  Peter's  Room 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday 

2 p.m. 

794 

CRESSING 

Mission  Hall,  Tye  Green 

4th  Monday 

2.p.m. 

.180 

GREAT  BARDFIELD 

Town  Hall 

1st  Monday 

2 p.m. 

305 

TERLING 

Red  Triangle  Hut 

1st  Tuesday 

2 p.m. 

421 

HATFIELD  PEVEREL 

Church  Hall,  Maldon  Road 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday 

2 p.m. 

502 

KELVEDON 

St.  Mary's  Hall 

2nd  and  4th  Friday 

2*30  p.m. 

626 

POLISH  HOSTEL 

The  Surgery 

2nd  Thursday 

2 p.m. 

47 

WETHERSFIELD 

Village  Hall 

3rd  Monday 

2.15  p.m. 

306 

(ii)Home  Help  Services- 

This  useful  service  is  adminstered  from  the  Area  Health  Office, 

75 9 Springfield  Road,  Chelmsford. 

(iii ) Ambulance  Service s- 

The  Rural  District  of  Braintree  is  served  by  the  Ambulance  Station, 

Braintree  and  Witham. 


(iv) Laboratory  Services s- 

The  Essex  County  Council  provide  a Laboratory  service  which  includes  the 
bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  of  water  samples,  the  chemical  analysis 
of  sewage  effluents  and  the  bacteriological  examination  of  ice  cream,  and  the 
examination  of  other  foods  for  pathogenic  organisms.  These  examinations  are 
carried  out  by  either  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Victoria  Street,! 
S.W.I.  or  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Chelmsford  and  Essex  Hospital,  New 
London  Road,  Chelmsford. 


(*)  Under  the  control  of  the  North-East  Metropolitan 
Regional  Hospital  Boards  - 

(i)  Chest  Clinicss- 

These  are  held  weekly  at  St*  Michael* s Hospital,  Braintree. 

(ii)  Orthopaedic  Clinicss- 

These  are  held  every  Wednesday  afternoon  and  2nd  and  4th  Tuesday 
mornings  at  the  Essex  County  Health  Services  Clinic,  Coggeshall  Road, 
Braintree* 

Orthopaedic  patients  who  need  special  advice  are  referred  to  Black 
Not ley  Hospital* 


TABLE  A 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


1 

Admitted 

Total 

DISEASES 

j 

Total  Notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

{ 

| Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

5 

- 

Encephalitis 

- 

- 

Enteric  Fever 

mm 

Erysipelas 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

Infective  Hepatitis 

— 

- 

Measles 

77 

mm 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

*** 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

- 

Non-paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

— 

; 

- 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

«*• 

- 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary 

8 

5 

- 

Tuberculosis,  non-pulmonary 

1 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

i 

13 

- 

i 

Totals 

121 

7 

TABLE  B 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  MONTH  BY  MONTH 


DISEASES 

Total 

Notified  | 

J anuary 

February 

: 

| 

March 

April 

May 

0 

July  | 

: 

August 

t 

September 

i 

; 

u 

S 

rQ 

O 

-P 

o 

o 

u 

i 0 

1 rO 

a 

1 0 
> 

O 

December 

Diphtheria 

- 

| 

: 

- 



mm 

' 

: 

f • 

r 

Dysent  ery 

5 

- 

; 

- 

: 

- 

5 

Encephalitis 

i 

| 

1 

mm 

I 

Enteric  Fever 

i 

** 

*— 

- 

_ 

Erysipelas 

- 

tmm 

1 

• 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

—m 

mm 

mm 

- 

1 

Infective  Hepatitis 

- 

mm 

- 

Measles 

77 

1 

4 

20 

22 

20 

3 

5 

2 

■ 

Meningoccocal  Infection 

1 

- 

1 

- 

mm 

i' 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

■ 

] 

- 

- 

mm 

■ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

mmm 



— 

mmm 

— 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

1 

- 

' 

Non-paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

— 

- 

j 

- 

. 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

— 

1 

- 

2 

2 

9 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary 

8 

2 

1 

: 

: 

1 

- 

2 

i 

«• 

1 

■ 

Tuberculosis,  Non-pulmonary 

i 

1 

. ; 

; 

... 

i 

* rB 

- 

: 

- 

Whooping  Cough  j 

! 

13 

; 

5 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

mm 

1 

1 

' 

Totals 

| 

121 

7 

• 

2 

8 

.1 

20 

24 

— 

22 

4 

6 



9 

1 

— 

3 

i 

, 

mm 

16 
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TABLE  C 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  AflCOBDTwr.  nm 


DISEASES 

At 

all 

ages 

! 

Under 

1 

C\J 

1 

• — 1 

CO 

C\J 

1 

cO 

ir\ 

1 

o 

H 

1 

LTV 

LOv 

rH 

1 

O 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

5 

- 

- 

— 

— 

! 

2 

3 

Encephalitis 

- 

- 

_ 

mm 

Enteric  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

Pood  Poisoning 

- 

- 

“ 

— 

_ 

_ 

Infective  Hepatitis 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

_ 

. 

Me;  sles 

77 

7 

n 

4 

13 

38 

4 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

- 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

— 

__ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

— 

— 

_ 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

1 

- 

— 

— 

__ 

_ 

.. 

Non-paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

— 

- 

— 

M 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

2 

8 

2 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary 

8 

_ 

_ 

Tuber  cul  o si  s , N on-pulm  onary 

1 

_ 



__ 

Whooping  Cough 

13 

i ! 

| 

3 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

Total 

121 

i j 

11 

12 

8 | 

18 

i 

52 

8 
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TABLE  D 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1958 


..  _ . — 

j 

£ i 
O ! 
"d 

0 

> 

rH 

0 

w 

-j 

j Panfield 

i * 

! Bardfield  Saling 

j - 

Great  Saling 

Shalford 

| 

Stisted 

£ 

•H 

rH 

U 

0 

Eh 

Wethersfield 

1 

1 

DISEASES 

Total  Notified 

Great  Bardfield 

Bradwell 

Cogge shall 

Cressing 

Fair stead 

Faulkboume 

Feering 

i — 1 

0 

•H 

U i 
£ 

o 

£ 

•H 

Hatfield  Peverel 

! 

j Black  Notley 

i 

i White  Notley 

i 

Patti swick 

0 

& 

cd 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Encephalitis 

Enteric  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

- | 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

2 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- | 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

i 

■** 

■ 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— * 

“ 

" 

_ 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

”” 

*• 

“ 

, 

__ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

— 

- 

- 1 - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

T 

- 

- 

- 

r» 

“ 

Infective  Hepatitis 

Measles 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis 

Non-paralytic  Polionyolitis 

Scarlet  Fevep 

Tuberculosis.,  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis,  Non-pulmonaiy 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 



- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

"... 

77 

- 

1 

1 

5 

- 

- 

2 

- 

65 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

2 

“ 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

~ j - 

j “ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

““ 

“ 

1 " 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

~ 

- 

| - 

“ 

— 

— 

— 

"... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

j - 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

! i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

i " 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

| - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

14 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

j - 

- 

- 

- 

2 

5 

- 

- 

— 

8 

«. „ 



1 

__ 

_ 

— 

- ! 2 

1 

1 

— 

j 

{ *“ 

- 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

. . 

— 



_ 

_ 

j — 

— 

1 

— 

i — 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 



il3 

1 

— 

j — 

l 

j — 

1 

- 

- 

| - 

8 

- 

- 

i - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_i_ 

- 

** 

2 

Totals 

il21 

l 

1 

5 

j 

2 * 7 

ij 

! _ 

i 

1 

1 

| 4 

- 

| 6 

74 

4 

- 

i - 

- 

i 

- 

5 

! 5 

2 

— 

4 
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Tuberculosis 


8 cases  of  pulmonary  and  1 of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  with 

0 deaths*  Details  are  given  in  the  following  table 

1 


Age  Periods 

*"  ,w"  ” * ,*"M*  

Dew  Cases 

Deaths 

i 

Pulmonary 

D on-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Don-Pulmonary  1 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

— 

M 

F | 

1 

„ 

.. 

! i 

! 

Under  1 year 

- 

- 

mm 

j 

J 

1-2 

; 

— 

- 

i 

2-3 

* 

mm 

mm 

- 

j 

i 

3-4 

- 

— 

j 

* i 

l 4-5 

~~ 

| 5-io 

- 

; 

I 

10-15 

• 

: 

: 

} 

15  - 20 

j 

- 

•am 

- 

- 

- 

20  - 25 

i / 

2 

__ 

mm 

: 

| 

1 25  - 35 

1 

1 

1 
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Of  these  cases  3 were  cases  renotified  on  taking  up  residence  in  this  District* 
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IMMUNI SATI ON  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 


Children  who  completed  a full  Children  who  were  given  a 

course  of  primary  immunisation  reinforcing  injection  during 

during  the  year.  the  year. 


By  General 
Practitioners 

By  County 

Staff 

By  General 
Practitioners 

i 

By  County 

Staff 

1 , !958  , 1251 

|(a)  111  (a)  151 

1258  1951 

74 

1958  1957 

22  28 

1958  1957  ! 

231  139  i 

Totalss  1958  - 185 

1957  - 219 

Totals}  1958  - 253  ! 

1957  - 167 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  WHOOPING  COUGH 


Children  who  completed  a full  course 
of  immunisation  under  the  County  Scheme. 

j 

Records  of  combined 
diphtheria  pertussis 
immunisation  received. 

: 

| 

j 

By  General  Practitioners 

By  County  Staff 

1958  1957 

65  47 

t 

[ 

125.8  1957 

35  34 

, .1258  ,1251  ! 

(8)  60  (b)  117  ! 

1228  1251 

Reinforcing  « _ 

* • * • J.  JL 

injections 

1 

125S  1957 

1 

1258  1251  1 

7 10  | 

Figure  (by  is  included  in  ( a ) 

Figure  (tr ) is  included  in  (a') 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

Number  vaccinated  during  the  year 
Number  re-vaccinated  during  the  year 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

Number  of  1st  injections  given  during  the  year 
Number  of  2nd  injections  given  during  the  year 


1258 

1251 

200 

194 

57 

91 

2.958 

1251 

1,873 

777 

1,828 

471 
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Public  Health  Offices, 

St.  Peter’s  Close, 

Booking,  Braintree. 

August,  1959. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  on  the  Sanitary  Circumstances 
of  the  District  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Department  for 

the  year  ending  31st.  December,  1958. 

. 

In  this  introduction,  it  is  impossible  to  cover  all  aspects  of  the 
work  of  the  Department  but  I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  drawing 
attention  to  certain  aspects  of  it  which  are  dealt  with  in  more  detail  at  a 
later  stage. 

Although  I have  mentioned  the  subject  on  more  than  one  occasion  in 
the  past,  I have  no  hesitation  in  bringing  once  more  to  the  fore  the  problem  of 
refuse  collection  and  disposal.  Towards  the  end  of  1958  the  service  deteriorated 
to  an  all  time  low  level  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  catering  for  the  growing 
needs  of  the  District  with  the  transport  and  labour  available.  Fortunately, 
the  responsible  Committee  appreciated  the  situation!  as  a result  of  which  an 
additional  vehicle  was  placed  on  order  for  anticipated  delivery  early  in 
January,  1959 • 

I 

This,  however,  is  by  no  means  the  end  of  the  problem,  since  means  cf 
disposal  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult.  I cannot  help  feeling  that  in  the 
forseeable  future  it  may  be  necessary  for  the  Council  to  acquire  a piece  of 
land  of  low  productivety  value,  where,  following  excavation  by  mechanical  means, 
controlled  tipping  can  take  place. 

New  legislation  relating  to  Slaughterhouses  became  law  during  the 
year.  This  dealt  principally  with  licencing  arrangements,  but  also  provided  for 
new  regulations  on  Hygiene  and  prevention  of  cruelty.  These  regulations  were 
expected  to  come  into  force  in  1959* 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for 
their  support,  and  the  staff,  not  only  the  Public  Health  Department,  but  generally, 
for  their  co-operation  and  assistance  during  the  year. 

I am  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  ORGAN 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


WATER 

Extensions  to  water  mains  were  made  during  1958  as  follows*- 

4"  Extension  from  Lynderswood  Court  to  Essex  Show  Ground* 

4M  Connection  made  with  Braintree  U.D.C.  at  London  Road,  Black  Notley. 

3M  Extension  at  Rye  Mill  Lane,  Feering. 

The  quality  and  quantity  of  the  public  water  supplies  throughout  the 
District  have  again  remained  generally  satisfactory.  However,  samples  of  the  raw 
water  from  the  Terling  (Swa n Pond)  supply  have  again  shown  slight  bacterial 
impurity,  emphasizing  the  need  for  careful  control  over  the  chlorination  plant. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  there  were  isolated  complaints  of  water  shortage, 
particularly  in  parts  of  the  Northern  Area,  there  is  no  permanent  shortage  of 
water  in  that  Area.  The  complaints  arose  mostly  on  wash-days  when  the  demand  was 
heavy  and  any  temporary  shortage  was  due  to  the  small  diameter  of  certain  sections  j 
of  the  main.  Negotiations  were  proceeding  for  the  acquisition  of  a length  of  Air 
Ministry  main  which,  when  completed,  should  do  much  to  improve  the  situation. 

Plans  were  jnhandfor  extensive  improvements  to  the  Petches  Bridge  Pumping 
Station.  These  include  the  provision  of  new  pumps  and  motors,  which  will  increase 
the  output  from  15, 000  to  25,000  gallons  per  hourf  new  switch  gearf  new 
chlorinating  plant,  and  part  duplication  of  the  rising  main. 

None  of  the  waters  is  liable  to  have  any  plumbo  solvent  action. 

The  quality  of  the  raw  water  from  all  the  Council’s  sources  of  supply  and 
of  the  raw  water  passing  into  supply  is  controlled  by  regular  bacteriological 
examination.  Regular  chemical  analyses  are  made  of  the  raw  water  from  the 
respective  sources.  Sixty  eight  samples  of  main  water  supplies  were  taken  for 
analysis  during  1958.  Copies  of  typical  reports  on  the  analyses  of  the  water  from 
five  sources,  Petches  Bridge  Waterworks,  Coggeshall  Waterworks,  Terling  Waterworks, : 
the  South  Essex  Water  Company  and  Chelmsford  R.D.C.  will  be  found  under  the 
headings  of  individual  works. 

The  necessity  of  frequent  and  regular  flushing  out  of  mains,  particularly 
,rdead  ends"  was  borne  out  by  mild  complaints  received  from  certain  parts  of  the 
District  during  the  year. 

All  main  water  supplies  in  the  District  are  subject  to  chlorination  at  the 
respective  sources.  In  the  case  of  the  Council’s  undertakings,  gaseous  chlorine 
is  employed  at  Petches  Bridge  Works  and  hypochlorite  solution  at  Coggeshall  and 
at  Terling. 

Slight  bacterial  impurity  was  again  found  in  the  water  supplied  through 
the  Tower  at  Whitecourts.  The  tank  was  thoroughly  cleaned  out  and  hypochlorite 
solution  is  now  added  regularly  to  the  inlet  to  the  low  level  tank. 
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Temporary  repairs  only  were  made  to  the  roof  of  the  Tower  and  not  until 
something  more  permanent  is  carried  out,  will  the  danger  of  a recurrence  of 
the  trouble  be  obviated# 

Details  of  the  functioning  of  each  of  the  undertakings  during  1958  are  as 
follows#  It  has  not  been  possible  to  obtain  separate  statistics  as  to  trade  and 
domestic  consumption  for  the  year  under  review. 

Petches  Bridge  Waterworks  lAl 

Number  of  gallons  pumped  during  year  ended  31st.  March,  1959  90>879>400 

Average  day’s  pumping  •••  •••  •••  19*27  hours 

Analyst’s  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water# 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  it  is  free  from  metals 
apart  from  a neligible  trace  of  iron.  Tne  water  is  neutral  in  reaction  but  has  a 
substantial  content  of  free  carbon  dioxide.  The  water  is  very  hard  in  character 
but  not  excessively  so,  it  contains  no  excess  of  mineral  constituents  in  solution 
and  it  is  of  a high  standard  of  organic  and  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for 
public  supply  purposes. 

Cogge shall  Waterworks  isl 

Number  of  gallons  pumped  during  year  ended  31st.  March,  1959*  32,378,500 

Average  day’s  pumping  •••  •••  •••  12.67  hours 

Analyst’s  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water  (Haw) 

This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has  a reaction 
on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals  apart  from  a minute 
trace  of  iron.  The  hardness  of  the  water  is  moderate  and  its  somewhat  high  but 
not  excessive  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  is  normal  for  this 
source.  Its  organic  quality  is  of  a high  standard  and  it  is  of  satisfactory 
bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  pure  and  wholesome  in 
character  and  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes,  apart  from  its  known  content 
of  fluorine  being  higher  than  that  considered  most  desirable. 

Terling  Waterworks  (C) 

Number  of  gallons  pumped  during  year  ended  31st.  March,  1959  36,427*580 

Average  day’s  pumping  11.08  hours 

Analyst’s  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water. 

This  sample  Is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  almost  neutral 
in  reaction  and  free  from  metals.  The  water  is  very  hard  in  character  but  its 

- 16  - 


hardness  and  its  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  in  solution  are  not 
excessive.  Its  organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity  are  of  a high  standard. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  pure  and  wholesome  in 
character  and  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

South  Essex  Water  Company  (D) 


Total  quantity  of  water  received  by  this  Council  from  the  Company  for  the 
year  ended  31st.  March,  1959  is  as  follows s- 


Eastern  Area 


Augmented  supply  to  Coggeshall,  Kelvedon  and  Peering.  ) 

Supply  to  Bradwell,  Cressing,  Stisted,  Black  Hotiey  and  White  Hotley) 


112,141,000 


Supplied  to  B.&.B.U.D.C.  from  Black  Uotley  from  1.8. 58. 


i>  ^4, 5°o 

113,255,500 


Southern  Area  (E) 

Augmented  supply  to  Hatfield  Peverel,  Terling  and  Pairstead  ...  9,785,000 

123,040,500 


Analysts  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  is  of  a high  standard  of 
bacterial  purity. 


These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  which  is  wholesome  in  character  and 
suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 


Supply  from  Chelmsford  R.D.C.  (p) 


Total  quantity  of  water  received  by  this  Council  from  Chelmsford  R.D.C.  for  the 
year  ended  31st.  March,  1959  was  made  up  as  follows s- 


Ranks  Green  Extension,  Pairstead 
Puller  Street  Extension,  Pairstead  ... 
"Cardfields"  Extension,  Hatfield  Peverel 
Boreham  End  Extension,  Hatfield  Peverel 


1,698,000 

663,000 

469,000 

60,000 


2,890,000 
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Analystfs  Report  on  a typical  sample  of  this  water. 


This  sample  is  clear  and  "bright  in  appearance  and  is  of  a high  standard 
of  bacterial  purity* 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a water  Y/hich  is  wholesome  in  character 
and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 


Number  of  new  connections  at  A 33 
Number  of  new  connections  at  B and  D 32 
Number  of  new  connections  at  E 10 


75 


SHALLOW  WELL  SUPPLIES 


Only  two  public  shallow  well  supplies  were  still  in  use  at  the  end  of  the 
year  as  follows:- 


Parish 


Wells  and  Springs 


Finchingfield 


Two  wells  at  Hawkins  Harvest  and 
at  Ost  End. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Once  more  it  is  very  disappointing  to  record  that  little  progress  v/as  made 
with  regard  to  connections  to  the  new  sewer  in  the  Northern  Area.  The  necessary 
survey  prior  to  the  service  of  the  appropriate  notices  for  connections  and 
conversions  of  existing  pail  closets  to  flush  lavatories  was  however,  well  under 
way,  and  it  was  anticipated  that  this  formal  part  of  the  work  would  be  completed 
early  in  the  New  Year  thus  allowing  the  practical  side  of  the  work  to  proceed 
without  further  delay. 

It  was  not  possible  to  offer  any  alleviation  of  the  ever  worsening 
sanitary  conditions  in  the  London  Road  area  of  Black  Notley.  Complaints  were 
more  numerous  as  might  well  be  expected  and  the  only  information  that  could  be 
given  to  householders  was  that  a scheme  of  sewerage  was  being  prepared. 
Unfortunately  this  did  not  materialize  and  the  situation  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  much  the  same  as  at  the  beginning. 

The  above  example  is  a perfect  indication  of  the  absolute  necessity  of 
advanced  preparation  of  sewerage  schemes  in  other  parts  of  the  District. 
Consulting  Engineers  have  been  employed  for  the  Hatfield  and  Terling  scheme, 
but  so  far  no  instructions  have  been  given  on  the  same  problem  that  arises  in 
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Stisted  and  Bradwell,  Rayne  and  Panfield,  to  quote  but  a few  of  the  parts  where 
urgent  attention  is  needed* 

At  the  present  rate  of  progress  some  of  these  may  expect  modern  facilities 
in,  perhaps,  ten  years,  in  the  meantime  there  is  a potential  danger  to  public 
health* 

Coggeshall  Sewage  Disposal  Works* 

No  enlargement  or  improvement  to  these  works  was  possible  but  the  pumps 
remained  in  good  working  order  and  cope  with  the  flow  as  reasonably  as  can  be 
expected  under  the  circumstances* 

Kelvedon  Sewage  Disposal  Works* 

These  works  continued  to  function  with  reasonable  satisfaction  in  spite  of 
the  overloading  which  has  taken  place  within  recent  years,  due  largely  to  the 
development  of  the  Church  Fields  Estate. 

One  pump  was  completely  refitted  by  the  manufacturers  during  the  year. 

Hatfield  Peverel  Sewage  Disposal  Works* 

No  improvements  to  these  works  were  possible  since  they  are  grossly 
overloaded  and  inefficient  for  the  quantity  of  sewage  they  are  called  upon  to 
deal  with*  The  works  will  be  abandoned  when  the  new  scheme  for  Hatfield  Peverel 
and  Ter ling  is  completed. 

Wethersfield  Sewage  Disposal  Works* 

New  sparge  aims  were  fitted  to  one  of  the  filters  during  the  year*  These 
works  operate  within  their  capacity  but  as  a result  of  the  proposed  housing 
development  on  the  Airfield,  will  be  further  enlarged  during  1959  in 
co-operation  with  the  Air  Ministry. 

In  spite  of  precautions  taken  in  the  past  there  were  again  small  sporadic 
discharges  of  oil  reaching  the  works  from  the  Airfield* 

White  Not ley  Sewage  Disposal  Works* 

These  works  continue  to  give  satisfaction,  operating  within  their  designed 
capacity.  New  sparge  arms  were  fitted  to  the  second  filter  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Collection  of  Domestic  Refuse 


In  spite  of  every  effort  made  to  prevent  its  occurrence,  there  was  a further 
deterioration  in  the  frequency  of  collection  of  domestic  refuse  and  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  the  position  reached  a stage  of  almost  complete  breakdown. 


- 19  - 


Following  complaints  from  Parish  Councils  and  numerous  individuals  the  Council 
gave  instruction  for  immediate  steps  to  he  taken  to  acquire  an  additional  vehicle, 
most  suitable  for  the  needs  of  the  District* 

Operational  tests  were  carried  out  on  three  makes  and  it  was  ultimately 
decided  to  purchase  the  largest  possible  type  in  order  that  journeys  to  the  pits 
during  the  working  day  could  be  reduced  to  an  absolute  minimum*  Delivery  of  the 
new  vehicle  was  promised  for  early  January. 

Disposal  of  Refuse 

This  aspect  of  the  work  becomes  a greater  problem  and  as  various  small  holes 
and  ponds  are  filled  in  one  wonders  where  ultimately  the  refuse  can  go*  The  pit 
at  Kelvedon  was  completed  during  the  year  and  in  spite  of  every  effort  to  obtain 
an  alternative,  nothing  materialized.  In  the  meantime,  refuse  from  Coggeshall 
and  Kelvedon  areas  is  now  taken  to  Terling$  an  enormous  waste  of  transport  and 
labour*  Of  the  alternative  pits  considered  almost  every  one  formed  part  of  a natural 
watercourse  with  an  ultimate  outlet  to  the  river  which  of  course  rendered  their 
use  impossible. 

Onco  more  it  is  necessary  to  point  out  that  failure  to  acquire  a suitable  pit 
or  pits  will  necessitate  more  costly  disposal  by  mechanical  means. 

So  far  as  the  Northern  part  of  the  District  was  concerned,  the  tip  at  Great 
Saling  was  nearing  completion  and  negotiations' were  in  progress  for  the  use  of  a 
very  large  area  of  the  gravel  pits  at  Shalford,  which  would  have  guaranteed 
adequate  tipping  facilities  for  many  years  to  come.  Unfortunately,  the  Council 
considered  the' cost  of  this  to  be  excessive,  and  following  further  negotiations 
with  the' owner,  a' much  smaller  area  was  agreed  upon  at  a lower  cost.  It  is 
doubtful,  however,  whether  this  will  last  for  two  years,  and  the  position  will 
then  be  back  to  where  it  was  before  these  negotiations  commenced. 

Salvage 

Salvaged  materials,  mainly  waste  paper,  to  a value  of  just  over  £1,000 
were  collected  and  disposed  of  during  the  year.  This  was  a slight  increase  over 
1957*  The  general  restriction  on  the  amount  of  waste  paper  which  could  be  sent 
to  the  Mills  was  lifted  but  at  the  same  time  there  was  a reduction  in  the  price 
paid  for  certain  grades  together  with  a partial  quota  on  some  of  these. 

Night  Soil  Collection 

This  service  continued  to  be  maintained  by  the  Council’s  direct  labour  force. 
Part  of  the  Collection  continues  to  be  disposed  of  in  a somewhat  primative  manner 
and  it  is  inevitable  that  complaints  will  be  received  from  time  to  time.  Once 
again  it  was  impracticable  to  extend  the  service  to  areas  which  cannot  anticipate 
any  modern  method  of  sewerage  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  vehicle  is  engaged  so 
much  of  its  time  in  the  removal  of  lime  sludge  from  Petches  Bridge  pumping  station. 


- 20  - 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Details  of  the  nature  and  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  during^ 
the  year  by  the  Department  are  set  out  below.  Once  more  it  will  be  appreciated 
that  the  majority  of  visits  are  inevitably  a result  of  housing  and  allied 
complaints  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department , often  through  applications 
for  housing  accommodation  which  continue  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Department. 

Nature  and  Number  of  Visits,  Inspections?  etc. 


notices 5etc. 


Housing  Inspections  and  Recordings 
Complaints  received 
Visits  to  investigate  complaints 
Revisits  following  complaints, 

Revisits  and  inspections  of  work  in  progress 
Interviews  with  owners,  builders  and  architects 
Infectious  disease  enquiries 
Disinfections  carried  out. 

Infestation  by  insect  pests  found 
Disinfestations  carried  out 
Inspections  of  Dairies 
Visits  to  Slaughterhouses 
Visits  to  Butcher’s  Shops 
Inspections  of  Knacker’s  Yard 
Inspections  of  Shops 
Inspections  of  Bakehouses 
Inspections  of  Fish  Frier’s  Premises 
Inspections  of  Food  Preparing  Premises 
Inspections  of  Schools 
Water  Samples  taken 
Ice  Cream  Samples  taken 
Drains  tested 

Visits  to  premises  regarding  re-drainage 
Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  Premises 
Visits  to  Caravan  & Camping  Sites 
Visits  in  connection  with  Refuse  Collection  and 
Visits  to  Refuse  Tips 
Visits  to  premises  re.  water  supplies 
Visits  to  premises  re.  Improvement  Grants 
Visits  ref.  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
Visits  re.  National  Assistance  Act 
Visits  re.  Waste  Foods  Order 

Visits  to  premises  prior  to  removal  to  Council  Houses 
Visits  to  premises  following  applications  for  Council  Houses 
Visits  to  ascertain  permitted  numbers 
Inspections  re.  Rats  Sc  Mice  infestations 
Inspections  re.  River  Pollutions 
Visits  re.  Smoke  Nuisances 
Visits  ref.  Atmospheric  Pollution 
Inspections  (Power)  Factories  Act,  1937 
Inspections  of  Public  Houses 
Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections 
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1 M 

1 CD 

i • -p 

o m 

| * t, 

i « 

i 

j 

No. 

Inspect e I 

1 

i 

j 

Total  No.  | 

of 

Inspections 

J 

Informal 

Notices 

j 5 

Served 

r : 

1 I 

! ' i 

: 

Notices 

Complied 

With  j 

i i 

3 ! 

i— i g 1 

03  O 
fce  o 

0 h 

i 

i 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

| Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  ! 

i 

Bakehouses 

? 

11 

11 

21 

2 

2 

Nil 

Slaughterhouses  and 
Butcher's  Shops 

i 

15 

15 

1,047 

15 

15 

1 

Nil 

i 

Knacker's  Yard 

i 

1 

1 

60 

2 

O 

Nil  | 

Offensive  Trades 

Nil 

i 

Nil 

Nil 

■■ 

Nil 

Nil 

i — 1 

Fish  Friers 

i 3 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  | 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

82 

31 

34 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  ! 

t 

Factories  and  Workshops 

1 ?5 

j 

j 

35 

35 

7 

6 

Nil 

i 

j 

* — | 

Shops  Acts,  1934  and  1950 

'No  Statutory  Action  relating  to  conditions  in  Shops  was  necessary  during  the 
year,  and  routine  inspections  were  made  mostly  in  conjunction  with  visits  under 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Movable  Dwellings 

Nine  new  or  revised  applications  for  licences  to  station  and  use  individual 
caravans  on  sites  within  the  District  were  received  during  the  year  and  7 
these  were  approved.  The  two  remaining  applications  were  refused  on  the  grounds 
of  insufficient  information,  the  siting  of  the  caravan  in  one  case,  and  the 
unsuitability  of  the  site  and  unsatisfactory  water  supply  in  the  other.  One  site 
licence  restricted  to  use  by  six  caravans  was  also  received  and  approved. 

The  total  number  of  individual  caravans  licenced  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
under  review  was  twenty -two  remaining  the  same  as  the  previous  year. 

In  addition  four  site  licences  continued  to  remain  in  force  during  the  year. 

Whatever  one's  thoughts  may  have  been  on  this  subject  in  the  past,  it  is  now 
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quite  obvious  that  caravans  will  continue  to  be  used  for  permanent  living 
accommodation  and  not  solely  for  recreational  purposes.  This  is  the  choice  and 
not  necessity  of  some  families,  and  therefore  more  regard  will  have  to  be  paid 
to  sites  and  their  conformity  to  rigid  sanitary  principles.  How  this  can  be 
achieved  under  present  legislation  is  m*atter  for  conjecture. 

Atmospheric  Pollution  and  Smoke  Abatement 

The  Council  continued  to  participate  in  the  scheme  for  obtaining  scientific 
data  relating  to  atmospheric  pollution  over  the  County  as  a whole f the  gauges 
at  the  three  recording  stations  set  up  at  the  beginning  of  1957  "being  changed 
each  month  and  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  for  detailed  examination. 

The  remainder  of  the  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  were  brought  into 
operation  as  from  the  1st.  June,  and  also  from  that  day,  regulations  defining 
dark  smoke  and  the  periods  in  which  it  is  permissible  to  emit  such  smoke  under 
certain  conditions  were  in  force. 

Informal  talks  with  the  operators  of  one  works  where  trouble  from  dark  smoke 
has  been  fairly  persistent,  led  to  some  action  being  taken  and  plans  were  in  hand 
for  installing  mechanical  stoking  which  would  go  a long  way  towards  the  complete 
elimination  of  the  nuisance. 

In  one  other  case,  however,  where  the  problem  is  much  more  complex,  very 
little  real  progress  was  made,  although  various  promises  were  forth-coming  from 
time  to  time.  It  is  possible  that  in  this  instance  it  may  be  necessary  to  resort 
to  legal  proceedings. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  resort  to  any  formal  or  informal  action  in  relation 
to  any  other  premises. 

Vermin  Infestation 


Only  four  cases  of  infestation  by  insects  were  found  during  the  year.  These 
were  of  a very  minor  nature  and  three  of  them  were  dealt  with  by  the  Department 
and  the  other  by  the  tenant. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  notwithstanding  the  continued  policy  of 
inspecting  bedding  and  household  effects  prior  to  removal  to  Council  Houses,  it 
is  now  several  years  since  any  infestation  by  bed  bug  was  found. 

Rag,  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act,  19^1. 

There  were  no  premises  registered  under  this  Act  in  the  District  and  so  far 
as  is  known  there  are  no  premises  operating  in  contravention  of  this  Act. 

Rodent  Control 

Following  complaints  or  normal  routine  visits,  11  major  infestations 
\ 20-100  rats)  63  minor  infestations  (l-20  rats)  and  12  cases  of  infestation  by 
mice  were  found  and  dealt  with  during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  inspections 
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carried  out  as  a result  of  notification,  survey,  or  when  visited  primarily 
for  some  other  purpose  was  242* 

As  from  the  1st,  November  the  Council  took  over  the  destruction  of  pests  on 
agricultural  premises.  The  scheme  previously  operated  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture, Fisheries  &Foe>dwasdue  to  cease  not  later  then  March  1959  and  Local 
Authorities  who  agreed  to  carry  on  the  work  themselves  were  urged  to  take  over 
existing  contract  work  as  early  as  possible. 

Two  fully  experienced  operators  previously  employed  by  the  Ministry  were 
taken  over  to  cover  Halstead  Urban  and  Rural  and  the  two  Braintree  Districts, 
with  the  possibility  of  Wit  ham  joining  the  scheme  at  a later  date  5 Braintree 
Rural  being  the  administering  Authority. 

Factories 

Details  of  the  premises  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  Factories  Act  and  of 
the  inspections  made  and  action,  if  any,  taken  will  be  found  on  page  25« 

Whilst  it  is  appreciated  that  the  number  of  visits  under  this  heading  is  not 
very  great  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  inspections  for  the  purpose  of  the 
requirements  of  the  Factories  Act  are  often  made  when  the  visit  is  recorded  for 
some  other  purpose 5 also  that  Factories  are  being  visited  regularely  by  the 
special  inspectoral  staff  of  the  Home  Office  and  if  conditions  for  which  Local 
Authorities  are  responsible  are  seen  to  be  unsatisfactory  the  Local  Authority 
is  notified  of  this  and  the  appropriate  action  taken. 

Notification  of  the  employment  of  7 outworkers  employed  in  the  District 
was  received  during  the  year.  These  were  engaged  in  the  ornamental  jewellery  and 
wearing  apparel  industries. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Particulars  of  the  premises  registered  by  the  Council  under  the  Factories  Act, 
1937  and  of  the  inspections  made  are  to  be  found  as  follows  s~ 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by 
Public  Health  Inspectors) 


1 

Number  on 

; 

Inspections 

Number  of 

Premises 

Register 

Written 

Occupier 

i 

notices 

prosecut 

j (i)  Factories  in  which  sections  1,2,354 

. 

and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  the 

i 

Local  Authorities. 

i 

8 

- 

■ 

- 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 

: 

which  section  7 is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority. 

67 

35 

1 

- 

(ill) Other  premises  in  which  section  7 

f 

is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

(excluding  out-workers*  premises) 

. 

2 

J 

5 

1 

■ 

| 

— 

j Totals 

77 

40  | 

i 

2 

2.  CASES  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particulars 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 


Found 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.I.) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 


Other  offences  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  outworkers) 


Totals 


i 

T 


j Number 
j cases  i: 

I I v/hich 

| Referred  .pwcecdi 

Remedied!  to  lil.  by  H.M.  were 
! Inspector!  Inspector!  institu 


HOUSING 


i 


The  number  of  additional  units  of  accommodation  provided  in  the  District 
during  1958  was  71  an  increase  of  10  over  the  previous  year*  Details  are  as 
follows*- 

New  Council  Houses  • •• 

Private  Enterprise  Houses  • ••  • •• 

Plus*  Additional  units  provided  by 
conversion  of  other  buildings 
to  new  dwellings* 

Plus*  13  cases  of  reconditioning  where 

units  of  accommodation  were  increased 


Less*  One  case  of  reconditioning  where 

units  of  accommodation  were  reduced  — 
Number  of  dwellings  lost 
23  properties  were  demolished  in 
1958 


Net. 


At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  488  outstanding  applications  for 
housing  accommodation,  a decrease  of  27  over  the  previous  year.  Careful  analysis 
of  these  applications  however,  showrs  that  the  number  of  cases  where  the  need  is 
urgent  or  genuine  is  around  125 • 

Whilst  it  may  still  be  a little  early  to  attempt  to  assess  the  effect  of 
the  Rent  Act  1957?  there  have  so  far  been  few  indications  of  any  increase  in  the 
amount  of  rented  accommodation  available  or  any  real  restoration  of  a free 
market  in  such  accommodation. 

Only  8 applications  were  received  for  certificates  of  disrepair  and  on  the 
face  of  it,  it  would  appear  that  the  1957  Act  may  be  no  more  successful  than  the 
previous  one  of  1954* 

Not  until  the  latter  part  of  the  year  was  there  any  relaxation  of  capital 
expenditure  on  Local  Authorities  or  private  individuals  £ as  a result  of  which 
there  was  very  restricted  development  in  the  provisions  of  new  housing 
accommodation. 

Continued  action  in  relation  to  individually  unfit  houses  was  maintained 
during  the  year  and  the  slum  clearance  programme  approved  by  the  Minister  in 
1955  was  ahead  of  schedule.  This  of  course  is  no  excuse  for  any  relaxation  of 
effort,  but  it  is  a fact  that  much  has  been  achieved  both  by  formal  and  informal 
approach. 


42 

40 


13 


95 


1 

23 


24 


total 


71 
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Consideration  of  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  suspended  during 
the  latter  part  of  1957  was  restored  in  October  but  whilst  on  the  cessation  of 
these  grants  there  were  some  18  provisional  schemes  outstanding,  only  2 of 
these  were  approved  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

New  legislation  dealing  with  modified  or  "Standard"  Improvements  was 
before  Parliament  and  expected  to  become  law  by  the  Spring  of  1959 • Provisional 
approaches  in  relation  to  Standard  Improvements  have  been  quite  numerous  and  it 
could  well  be  that  much  time  will  have  to  be  devoted  to  this  work  when  the 
Act  is  in  force. 

Housing  Act,  1949  (Improvement  Grant) 

Figures  for  the  year  ending  31st.  December,  1958* 

(a)  Number  of  Applications  received  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  Number  of  Applications  approved  by  Council  ...  ...  2 

(c)  Number  of  Improved  dwellings  resulting  from  works  at  (b)...  3 

(d)  Number  of  Improved  dwellings  completed  ...  14 

(e)  Number  of  dwellings  where  work  was  in  hand  but  not  completed  23 

(f)  Total  amount  involved  in  Grants  approved  . ..  ...  £853 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply 

The  majority  of  retailers  registered  with  the  Council  continue  to  distribute 
milk  as  received  by  them  in  sealed  bottles,  and  largely  as  a result,  little 
trouble  v/as  experienced  with  regard  to  complaints  of  unsatisfactory  supplies. 

Dairies 

Fifteen  distributors  and  one  dairy  were  registered  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949* 

The  following  licences  were  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Regulations,  1949 

Dealers 1 Licence  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  1 

Supplementary  Licence  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  2 

Dealers1  Licence  for  Sterilised  Milk  ...  4 

Supplementary  Licence  for  Sterilised  Milk  ...  6 
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9 

6 


Dealers*  Licence  for  Pasteurised  Milk 
Supplementary  Licence  for  Pasteurised  Milk  ••• 

Ice  Cream  Premises 


There  were  82  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  one  for 
the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  in  the  District,  an  increase  of 
eight  over  the  previous  year. 

Twelve  samples  of  ice  cream  we re  taken  during  the  summer  months  with  the 
following  results  in  terms  of  the  Provisional  Grading  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
applicable  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test, 

Manufactured  in  the  District  Manufactured  outside  the  District 

1 Provisional  Grade  I 9 Provisional  Grade  I 

1 Provisional  Grade  II  1 Provisional  Grade  II 

In  addition  3 samples  of  iced  lolly  were  found  to  he  of  a satisfactory 
standard. 

Meat  Inspection 

A tabular  statement  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  is 
included  in  this  report.  This  statement  gives:  information  on  the  number  of 
animals  killed  and  inspected^  the  incidence  of  disease,  and  the  quantities  of 
meat  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

The  report  shows  a considerable  increase  in  the  numbers  killed  and 
inspected,  and  in  the  amount  of  meat  condemned*  Once  more  it  is  pleasing  to 
record  that  100 % inspection  of'  cattle  and  pigs  (where  the  greatest  incidence  of 
disease  occurs)  was  maintained,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  much  of  the  killing 
takes  place  outside  normal  office  hours,  at  week-ends,  and  Bank  Holidays. 

One  further  gratifying  point  on  this  report  is  the  reduction  in  the 
percentage  of  animals  af footed  with  tuberculosis.  Plans  now  being  put  into 
operation  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  & Food  for  complete  Attestation 
of  all  cattle  should  do  much  towards  the  complete  elimination  of  this  disease, 
at  least  among  those  animals. 

Improvement  works  and  additions' commenced  on  the  largest  slaughterhouse  in 
the  District,  which,  when  completed,  will  bring  the  premises  fully  up  to  the 
standard  envisaged  for  some  time.  No  major  works  were  carried  out  to  any  of  the 
other  slaughterhouses,  which  were  satisfactorily  maintained. 

Twenty-two  slaughtermen  were  licenced  by  the  Council  for  the  year. 

Promised  legislation  dealing  with  the  disposal  of  condemned  meat  did  not 
materilise  but  all  such  food  continues  to  be  disposed  of  in  such  a manner  as  to 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  .part 


j 

i 

i 

1 Cattle 

1 excl. 

1 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

; 

Pigs 

i 

; Horses 

Other 

animals 

u „ 

j Number  killed  (if  known) 

f 

2,481 

462 

66  5 

4,570 

! 

9,434 

158 

I 

: 48 

: 

| 

i 

; Number  inspected 

i 

2,481 

: 

462 

603 

4,351 

9,434 

153 

48 

i 

j All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

j 

; 

and  Cysticerci 

: 

1 

i Whole  carcases  condemned 

• 

5 

20 

12 

41 

1 

| Carcases  of  which  some  part 
j or  organ  was  condemned 

546 

, 

1 

99 

10 

i 

12 

762 

11 

mm 

| Percentage  of  the  number 

I inspected  affected  with 

I disease  other  than  tuberculosis 
j and  cysticerci 

■ 

22.21$ 

25.76$ 

3.65  $ 

0.28$ 

10.50$ 

7.84$ 

•m 

I Tuberculosis  only 

; 

! 

| 

| Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 : 

1 

4 

3 . 

1 

| 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

i 

j 

96 

; 

24 

1 

- 

! 

251 

1 Percentage  of  the  number 
| inspected  affected  with 

I tuberculosis 

1 

i 

1 

| 

4.04$  ; 

| 

• i 

6.6 7 $ 

1 

m m 

2.69$ 

: 

! Cysticercosis 

; 

j 

; 

j Carcases  of  which  some  part 

| or  organ  was  condemned 

i 

31  1 

1 

i 

- 

- 

— 

- 

i 

| Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
| by  refrigeration 

i 

5 1 

j 

- 

- | 

! 

- 

I 

! Generalised  and  totally 
; condemned 

1 

i 

i 

1 

1 

i 

j 

_ 1 

j 

j 

I 

Total  quantities  of  Meat  condemned 


Beef 

Pork 

Veal 

Mutton 

Horseflesh 

Total 

27,553  lbs 

7,083i  lbs 

798  lbs 

47i  lbs 

1,028  lbs 

36,510 lts^ 
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afford  the  minimum  risk  of  the  spread  of  disease  to  persons  or  animals. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

It  has  not  been  practicable  to  embark  upon  any  large  scale  campaign  of 
action  under  these  Regulations,  but  in  spite  of  this,  considerable  improvements 
have  been  effected,  many  without  any  pressure  from  the  Department A third 
bakehouse  has  been  completely  modernized,  and  many  smaller  schemes,  such  as  the 
installation  of  wash-hand  basins  and  hot  water  supplies,  etc.  have  been  carried 
out.  The  kitchen  of  one  cafe  is  due  for  complete  modernization  in  1959 • 

■ 

Although  action  may  appear  somewhat  slow,  it  is  a fact  that  much  has  been 
achieved  already  and  much  more  will  follow.  All  this  has  been  done  without  the 
slightest  threat  of  formal  action  and  possibly  by  not  resorting  to  such  action 
the  ultimate  results  may  prove  greater  and  more  satisfying. 

No  diseased  or  unsound  food  was  seized  during  the  year,  all  items  being 
surrendered  voluntarily  and  in  most  cases  disposed  of  on  behalf  of  the  owners 
concerned. 

In  addition  to  butcher's  meat  previously  detailed,  the  following  goods  were 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  c on sumption s- 

99  tins  of  Evaporated  or  other  tinned  milk  53  tins  of  fruit 
101  tins  of  meat  101  tins  of  Vegetables 

5 tins  of  Fish 
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